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Japanese Language Proficiency and the Acceptance of Foreign Workers
in Japanese Government Policies: Proposals based on a Study of
Citizenship Tests in Germany, Australia and England

Ikuo KAwAKAMI (Waseda University)

The Japanese government decided to establish new visa categories for foreign workers in the fis-
cal year of 2019 based on the policy titled, “Basic policies for the economic and fiscal management for
reform,” announced in December 2018. This means that the government will introduce new positive
strategies to accept more foreign workers including overseas students graduating from universities
in Japan. However, the levels of Japanese language proficiency needed for these visa categories have
not been adequately discussed. This article investigates practices and debates on citizenship tests for
migrants in Germany, Australia and England, and examines the relationship between the tests and
governmental policies. Based on this investigation, new possibilities for Japanese language education
are proposed.
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